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SUBJECT: WILLINGNESS OF TIM GIBBS TO TRAVEL TO LUSAKA 
TO TALK WITH THE SECRETARY 

FOLLOWING CABLE RECEIVED TODAY FROM SALISBURY: 

QUOTE... I AM PREPARED TO TRAVEL TO LUSAKA TO MEET 
YOUR SECRETARY OF STATE IF YOU CONSIDER THIS TO BE 
WORTHWHILE PLEASE ADVISE REGARDS SIGNED TIM GIBBS 
RHODESIA PARTY... UNQUOTE. 

BY CHANCE I WAS PLACED NEXT TO GIBBS AT PRESIDENT BANDA'S 
STATE DINNER LAST JULY 6. HE WAS GUEST OF GOM ON THAT 
OCCASION. I FOUND HIM TO BE AN INTELLIGENT, LIBERAL MINDED 
MAN WHO ARTICULATELY ARGUES THE VIEWS OF THE ANTI-SMITH 
WHITE MODERATES. GIBBS IN THE PAST TWO YEARS HAS TALKED 
SEVERAL TIMES WITH SENIOR BRITISH OFFICIALS ON RHODESIAN 
QUESTION. ACCORDING TO MY BRITISH COLLEAGUE HERE HE IS 
RESPECTED AS A PERSON BUT DEEMED TO HAVE LITTLE INFLUENCE 
IN THE PRESENT SITUATION. ALSO, BRITISH HAVE WISHED TO AVOID 
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WHITE, MODERATE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE VIEWED BY THEM TO BE 
ACCEPTABLE AS SUCCESSOR TO SMITH. 

COMMENT: PARTICULARLY IF SECRETARY ON TRIP TALKS WITH 
VARIOUS LEADERS, BOTH WHITE AND BLACK, RE RHODESIA 
SITUATION I WOULD RECOMMEND HE AGREES TO SEE GIBBS BUT 
WOULD NOT CONSIDER IT A MUST OR TOP PRIORITY. PLEASE 
ADVISE. 

STEVENSON 
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